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have been better off,  if Europe had left them alone.
The misery of the peasantry, the ruin of the country-
side and the fact that the hills were full of brigands were
the direct results of the terrible history of this mutual
massacre of neighbours.
We in the gendarmerie areas were late comers and we
saw only the end of the struggle. The Treaty of Sevres,
which we were enforcing, made a last effort to save the
Christians. Beyond us now across all Anatolia the
limited massacres were replaced by deliberate and
careful extermination.
The supervising officers were instructed to see that
the peasantry, and especially the Christians, were not
ill-treated by the Ottoman officials. It was not an
easy task, for though often justice seemed with the
Christians, their personal and national characteristics
made it hard to stand by them and hold out continually
the hand of friendship. Christianity did not come
into the question for " our common Christianity was
not a living reality, but a historical curiosity/' The
Christians often appealed to it, but they found but
little response among the British.
Whereas the Turks, despite their record of vice and
brutality, are pre-eminently lovable and have great
charm, the Ottoman Greeks are crude, noisy and un-
lovable. They are hard-working and vociferous. Though
rarely physically brave, they have much mental and
verbal truculence.
The Armenians are a black-haired, black-eyed people
with runaway foreheads and hooked noses like the
Hittites. About them there is nothing kindly. They